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twenty-two things are thrown over them; seven cowrie shells,
seven dates, seven areca-nuts, and, most important of all,
a gold ring. Four times these things are flung at them by the
priest or the bridegroom's sister, and each time there is a-great
scramble as to who shall get the ring; for the ancient jest
never stales, and the one who seizes the ring most frequently
will prove to be the real ruler of the house. Now the knot
that tied the husband's scarf to his wife's sari is undone, and
also the fruit that was bound on their wrists to guard them
from the assaults of passion, the bride loosening that on her
husband's wrist, and vice versa. The sari and scarf, however,
are untied by the husband's sister or aunt, who probably
charges about five rupees for the service.
Then the bride salutes the feet of her mother-in-law and
expects a present in return. The bridegroom salutes his father
and uncles in similar fashion, but he gets no present.
The bride's visit lasts for a month, during which she is
treated as a guest, doing no hard work, not sweeping or
cooking or fetching water, but eating specially dainty dishes
and sleeping in her husband's room, after -the mindala has been
taken off. When the month is over, she returns to her own
mother's house and stays there generally for six or eleven
months ; if, however, owing to mourning or any other reason,
she stays for more than eleven months, she will have to stay
on twenty-five months, for she cannot leave in the second
year.
Before the bride leaves her own home to go finally to her
husband's and take up her abode there, an astrologer is always
called in, to ensure that the departure shall take place on an
auspicious day.
High-minded Brahmans, whatever their sect, are nowadays
most anxious that this final leave-taking and the girl's entering
the state of wifehood should be postponed until she has
attained physical puberty. Otherwise, as they say, the things
that happen are too terrible to dwell on. There is nothing
more pathetic than the sight of a little girl, treacherously